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We’ve created this pack to help you find your way around Bristol with a little
local knowledge and know-how. 

History and location:
Bristol is located just 120 miles west of London and is the largest city in the south west of England.
Bath is about 12 miles to the east of the city, and 45 miles away across the Bristol Channel is Cardiff in
Wales.
The city is situated on the River Frome and River Avon.
Today, Bristol is a buzzing, multicultural university city of 459,000 and there are at least 45 religions, at
least 187 countries of birth and at least 91 main languages spoken in Bristol.
Bristol has two universities with over 54,000 students- University of Bristol and The University of the
West of England.
Bristol is a green city, there are over 400 parks and gardens.
Bristol began life as a town called Brigg stow, which means the meeting place at the bridge in the old
Saxon language. The original town was listed in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle of 1051. The legend goes
that America was actually named after a Bristolian! Richard Amerike was responsible for a large part of
John Cabot’s funding when he took his voyage to America.
The city played an important role in England's maritime trade in tobacco, wine, cotton and more. From
the late 1600s to the early 1800s, Bristol was involved in a massive slave shipping industry.

Famous Bristolians you made have heard of:
Hollywood legend Cary Grant (Archibald Leach) was born in Bristol. Grant's first role in theatre was
working at The Bristol Hippodrome (at the Harbour side).
One of history’s most groundbreaking engineers, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, found his home in this
forward-thinking city and created some of his most memorable masterpieces here, including Brunel’s ss
Great Britain and the Clifton Suspension Bridge
Graffiti artist Banksy is from Bristol, his work can still be seen at sites across the city - he occasionally
pops home to do a new one too!
Blackbeard (Edward Teach), the world's most famous pirate was born in Redcliffe, near Bristol
Harbourside, around 1680.
Darth Vader is a Bristolian. David Prowse was an English bodybuilder and actor best known as
portraying the physical form of Darth Vader in the original Star Wars trilogy.
Agatha Christie was married on the afternoon of Christmas Eve 1914 at Emmanuel Church, Clifton,
Bristol.



The oldest, original, biggest and best!
John Wesley's New Room, in Bristol Shopping Quarter, is the world's oldest Methodist church.
We The Curious is home to the UK’s first 3D planetarium.
Europe’s biggest street art festival, Upfest, is held in Bristol. 
The Bristol Old Vic is the oldest continuously working theatre in the English speaking world.
https://bristololdvic.org.uk/
Bristol is home to Europe's largest hot air balloon fiesta every August.
The Red Lodge Museum on Park Row includes a room which was once the first school in England to
educate girls.
The Royal York Crescent in Clifton, built between 1791 and 1820, is the longest terrace in Europe. As a
nod to superstitious, there is no number 13, just 12a and 12b.
Built in 1861, and now in the possession of the M Shed, the Mayflower tugboat is not only the oldest
working boat in the harbour, it is also the oldest Bristol built boat still in operation and the oldest tugboat
in the world.
The first women ordained as Church of England priests were ordained at Bristol Cathedral on 12 March
1994.

Restaurants
 

Bristol has a diverse choice of restaurants and stalls to cater for all diets and it is particularly good for
vegans and vegetarians.

Oowee- Easygoing stop for plant-based vegan fare such as fried chicken & burgers plus soft-serve ice
cream. 65 Baldwin St, Bristol BS1 1QZ
 
Whapping Wharf- A cluster of cargo containers that hosts a variety of small restaurants, including fish and
chips, Indian, Thai and cafés.
 
Rosmarinos- Cosy spot for breakfast, brunch, coffee and Italian meals, plus regular events and outdoor
tables. 1 York Pl, Bristol BS8 1AH
 
Zero Degrees- Craft beers from steel vats and pizzas in a modern microbrewery with terraces overlooking
rooftops. 53 Colston St, Bristol BS1 5BA
 
Number 1 harbourside- Live music and European dishes made with locally sourced ingredients in a
massive waterside space. 1 Canon's Rd, Bristol BS1 5UH
 
Sergios- Warmly lit Bring Your Own Drink Italian restaurant in colourful, rustic decor, with candles, on 2
floors. 1-3 Frogmore St, Bristol BS1 5N



Thali- Colorful restaurant with exotic flair serving unique Indian fare with locally sourced ingredients.
Tobacco Factory, North St, Bristol BS3 1TF
 
Bambalan- North African and Mediteranean Cafe/bar. Level, Colston Tower, Colston Street, Bristol BS1
4XEt
 
St Nic’s Market- Vibrant market in a Georgian arcade offering a mix of independent stalls, tiny shops and
food. The Corn Exchange, Corn St, Bristol BS1 1JQ
 
The Glass Boat-European restaurant and panoramic river views in a converted boat with a polished oak
interior. Welsh Back, Bristol BS1 4SB
 
Graze-A light-filled space with blue-tiled open kitchen for local ales, grills and Modern European dishes.
63 Queen Square, Bristol BS1 4JZ
 
The Stables-Bare-bones industrial venue for cider and organic sourdough pizzas with locally sourced
toppings.South Bldg Anchor Square, Canon's Rd, Bristol BS1 5UH
 
Burger Theory-Easygoing joint with outdoor seating offering creative burgers plus shakes, cocktails & craft
beers.37-38 St Stephen's St, Bristol BS1 1JX
 
Pho- Vietnamese food. 28 Clare St, Bristol BS1 1YA

Bars

Zero Dregrees-Craft beers from steel vats and pizzas in a modern microbrewery with terraces overlooking
rooftops. 53 Colston St, Bristol BS1 5BA
 
The Botanist-Mediterranean and British dishes served in casual high-ceilinged Georgian conservatory and
terrace. 20 Berkeley Square, Bristol BS8 1HP
 
Under the Stars-Harbourside spot on a boat for drinks, tapas and cakes, plus regular musical and film
performances. Narrow Quay, Bristol BS1 4QA
 
WaterShed-Buzzing multi-arts venue with an arthouse cinema and cafe bar in a warehouse overlooking the
water. 1 Canon's Rd, Bristol BS1 5TX
 
The Grain Barge-Local beer and pies in a pub on a moored boat with big windows, a sunny deck and live
music nights. Hotwell Rd, Bristol BS8 4RU
 
The Apple-Bustling cider pub on 2 floors of a moored boat with bench seats on the cobblestone quayside.
Welsh Back, Bristol BS1 4SB
 
Cosy Club-Grand, airy, split-level pub with potted palms, chandeliers and an international, all-day menu.
31 Corn St, Bristol BS1 1HT
 
Pata Negra-Airy Spanish restaurant with table and counter stools, for hams, tapas and upstairs cocktail
bar.30 Clare St, Bristol BS1
 



Knock-Knock

Bars

Knock-knock bars specialize in cocktails and are hidden throughout Bristol. You have to
know them to find them. 

The Milk Thistle-Clandestine cocktail bar on 4 floors in historic building with oak panelling and stained
glass. Quay Head House, Colston Ave, Bristol BS1 1EB
 
Red Light-Glamorous retro-style drinking den, for classic and modern cocktails mixed by bartenders in
braces. 1 Unity St, Bristol BS1 5HH
 
Hyde and Co-Low-lit, speakeasy-style bar for cocktails served amid standard lamps, sofas and framed
mirrors.The Basement, 2 Upper Byron Pl, Bristol BS8 1JY

The Bristologist-Hip, warehouse-like setting for burgers, steaks & other comfort foods with old-school
cocktails. 47 Corn St, Bristol BS1 1HT
 
BrewDog-No-nonsense chain bar specialising in the Scottish brewery's craft beers, with regular guest
brews. 58 Baldwin St, Bristol BS1 1QW
 

Coffee

Small Street- Independent coffee bar with floorboards and exposed brick walls, for cakes and sourdough
sandwiches. 23 Small St, Bristol BS1 1DW
 
Spicer and Cole-Airy contemporary eatery with its own coffee roastery serving snacks and cakes baked
on-site. 1 Queen Square Ave, Bristol BS1 4JA
 
Playground Coffee House- Playful destination for specially sourced beans prepared in a variety of ways
and served with cakes. 45 St Nicholas St, Bristol BS1 1TP
 
Full Court Press-Courses in the serious appreciation of coffee are available at this venue with mid-century
decor. 59 Broad St, Bristol BS1 2EJ
 
Ironworks Supply Co-Unpretentious stop offering coffee, breakfast & lunch fare from eggs to waffles &
flatbreads pizzas. 51 Broad St, Bristol BS1 2EP
 
Arnolfini Café and Bar-Espresso drinks, local beers & global cafe bites in a relaxed setup overlooking the
water. 16 Narrow Quay, Bristol BS1 4QA
 
Friska Queen Square- Modern coffee shop. 53 Prince St, Bristol BS1 4QH
 



Museums and Art

Galleries

Bristol Museum- Archaeology, geology and art including fossils, a Romany caravan and artwork by local
boy Banksy. Queens Rd, Bristol BS8 1RL
 
Clifton Bridge-A suspension bridge spanning the Avon Gorge and the River Avon, opened in 1864, and
designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel. Bridge Rd, Leigh Woods, Bristol BS8 3PA
 
The Red Lodge Museum-The Red Lodge Museum is a historic house museum in Bristol, England. The
original building was Tudor/Elizabethan. Park Row, Bristol BS1 5LJ
 
SS Great Britain-SS Great Britain is a museum ship and former passenger steamship, which was
advanced for her time. She was the longest passenger ship in the world from 1845 to 1854. She was
designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel, for the Great Western Steamship Company's transatlantic service
between Bristol and New York. Great Western Dockyard, Gas Ferry Rd, Bristol BS1 6TY
 
We the Curious- A science and arts centre and educational charity in Bristol, England. One Millennium
Square, Anchor Rd BS1 5DB
 
John Wesley’s Chapel-The worlds oldest Methodist chapel. New Room, 36 The Horsefair, Bristol BS1 3JE
 
Clifton Oberservatory- Historic windmill, circa 1766, with an observation tower offering picturesque views.
Litfield Rd, Bristol BS8 3LT
 
M Shed- Colourful exhibits detailing history of the city and its people in a 1950s' dockside transit shed.
Princes Wharf, Wapping Rd, Bristol BS1 4RN
 
Arnolfini- Arnolfini is an international arts centre and gallery in Bristol, England. It has a programme of
contemporary art exhibitions, artist's performance, music and dance events, poetry and book readings,
talks, lectures and cinema. There is also a specialist art bookshop and a café bar. 16 Narrow Quay, Bristol
BS1 4QA
 
Palestine Museum- It explores Palestinian culture, heritage and political life. 27 Broad St, Bristol BS1 2HG



Shopping

Cabot Circus- Over 90 shops including Harvey Nichols, a mix of chain restaurants and a multi-screen
cinema.
 
Park Street-quirky independent stores filled with second hand treasures.
 
People's republic of Stokes Croft-Since 2007, the People’s Republic of Stokes Croft – PRSC – has
worked tirelessly to promote civil liberty with a particular focus on public space. Sweeping, painting and
speaking out are part of their resistance to zealous overregulation of independent initiative. Their lead has
arguably encouraged others to do the same and, as a result, Stokes Croft remains a hub of confident and
creative dissent.
 
Clifton-upmarket boutiques and antique shopping.

Open top Bus tour-Step aboard the distinctive red open top buses, and enjoy the sights and sounds of this
wonderful city from a different perspective. Local guides provide a unique tour with informed, personal and
interactive commentary. Travel around the Harbourside & stop at Brunel’s famous transatlantic
liner, Brunel's ss Great Britain. Carry on out along the dramatic Avon Gorge and beneath the impressive
Clifton Suspension Bridge; another iconic Brunel masterpiece. Call: 07422 963 454
 
Banksey Tour- Discover three decades of Banksy art hidden amongst historic Bristol city centre, the city
where his artistic form evolved and developed over 30 years. On this tour there’s more Banksy art than on
any other tour plus visit’s to the Bristol Museum, MShed and a ferry boat ride over to the SS Great Britain’s
Great Western Dockyard, plus graffiti art, street art, history, architecture and much much
more.http://www.wherethewall.com/the-banksy-tour/
 
Boat Tour-A 45-minute tour of the Harbour is the perfect way to learn about Bristol’s fascinating history.
Alternatively take a two hour cream tea cruise of the harbour.http://www.bristolpacket.co.uk/
 
Haunted and Hidden Walking Tours-The tour takes in Central Bristol's oldest pub with its gruesome
history, a former haunted plague hospital, the UK's most haunted cinema, a 16th century coaching Inn, a
pub with a ghostly figure in its fireplace and a church in the Old City still haunted by a murdered monk. The
tour departs most Friday's year-round at 8pm from College Green and lasts approx 75 minutes. Advance
bookings are required.www.hauntedandhiddenbristol.co.uk

Tours



How to speak like a Bristolian

Or-roight me ole mucker?
How are you, dear friend?

 
Don't tell I - tell ee

It's no use telling me this - you need to talk to that gentleman there
 

Gunna fine summut down town
I'm off to the city for a spot of shopping

 
I've got no ideal

Why, I haven't a clue
 

Wen eyesa nipper
Back when I was a youngster

 
Woss want?

Can I help you with something, sir?
 

I'll 'ave a cheeky glider
Please can I sample a glass of your finest cider?

 
Wherezit to?

Where is the thing you're talking about?
 

Iss cawd, mind - I'm shrammed!
It's chilly out - I'm freezing!

 
Tidy step, mind

You do realise that's rather a long way?
 

Goin' up the Triangle
We're heading off to Park Street

 
See you in a bit
Goodbye for now

 
G'night, Gobbless

I wish you a good evening

Bristol Tourist Information Office
Opening Hours: Monday to Sunday 10am – 5pm

E Shed, 1 Canon's Rd, Bristol BS1 5TX
T: 0906 711 2191

ticharbourside@destinationbristol.co.uk


